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Trump Appointments: What Does it Mean for AGC Members 
By Dustin Steiner, Vice President Government & Industry Relations 
 
It’s been almost a month since the election and President-elect Donald Trump continues 
to dominate headlines with his proposed cabinet. From solid choices like Florida Senator 
Marco Rubio for Secretary of State to bizarre pronouncements like embattled, now 
former, Florida Representative Matt Gaetz, whom he floated for Attorney General for 
about a week before Gaetz himself withdrew his nomination. Of course, there is a 
process for such nominations beyond announcing them on Twitter. The U.S. Senate gets 
its say, but with a 53-47 Republican majority come January, confirmation should come 
relatively easy for most candidates. So, what does it mean for AGC members? Well, let’s 
look at what we know about the Secretary of Transportation and Secretary of Labor 
candidates. 
 
For Transportation, Trump has tapped former Wisconsin Representative Sean Duffy. 
Duffy rose to prominence as a cast member of MTV’s Real World and later Road Rules 
All Stars where he met his wife Rachel Campos, who was also a Real World alum. Now, 
Campos-Duffy, Rachel is a co-host of Fox & Friends Weekend on Fox News Channel. 
In 2009, then Ashland County District Attorney, Sean Duffy, traded his lumberjack flannel 
for a suit and tie and went to Washington D.C. to represent Wisconsin’s seventh 
congressional district. During his congressional tenure, Duffy voted for amendments to 
eliminate Davis-Bacon Act prevailing wage requirements for federal projects and voted 
no on funding for federal project labor agreements. Duffy also introduced legislation in 
2019 to give the President “expansive new power to raise tariffs” in what has become an 
increasingly hot topic for the next administration. Duffy has nine children and left 
Congress in the middle of his fifth term to care for his growing family.  
 
Down the street at the Department of Labor, Trump is nominating pro-labor 
Congresswoman Lori Chavez-DeRemer. A one-term legislator from Oregon, Chavez-
DeRemer lost her bid for re-election on the same day that Trump was returned to the 
White House. According to the Associated Press:  
 
“In her short stint on Capitol Hill she has established a clear record on workers’ rights 
and organized labor issues that belie the Republican Party’s usual alliances with 
business interests. She was [also] an enthusiastic back of the PRO Act, legislation that 
would make it easier to unionize on a federal level. Chavez-DeRemer also co-sponsored 
another piece of legislation that would protect public-sector workers from having their 
Social Security benefits docked because of government pension benefits.”  
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AP went on to caution that while “Chavez-DeRemer may give labor plenty to like, union 
leaders are not necessarily cheering yet. Many of them still do not trust Trump.” 
 
Both Duffy and Chavez-DeRemer are widely expected to be confirmed when the 
President-elect can formally propose his cabinet appointments after he takes the Oath 
of Office on January 20, 2025.  

 

  

 

Help Us Serve You Better: Complete Our Survey 
 
We'd love your feedback. Take our annual AGC Member Survey before December 20! 
 
The survey should take no more than 10 minutes to complete Please forward this email 
to any coworkers who would like to take the survey. 
 
Complete the survey and get entered into a drawing for a $100 VISA gift card! 
 
If you have questions regarding the survey, please contact our Digital Communications 
& Technology Manager Kellie Korhonen. 

 

  

 

We Need Speakers - Career Fair Next Tuesday, December 10! 
  
Help the workforce of tomorrow by joining Chula Vista Learning Center, Junior 
Achievement, AGC Apprenticeship, WorkforceConnect, and more, as they provide 
students from Bostonia High School workshops in carpentry-wood framing, steel stud 
framing, heavy equipment simulators, electrical and plumbing.  
  
This is your chance to share your insights about various trades and encourage students 
in their future careers.  
 
More details here!  

 

GIVING BACK 
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AGC's Annual Holiday Toy Drive - Spread Joy with Every Toy! 
 
During this festive season, the AGC Build & Serve Charitable Alliance, in collaboration 
with the AGC Meetings & Events Committee, is dedicated to spreading holiday cheer to 
the children at Promises2Kids and the Foundation for Women Warriors. We are 
organizing a toy drive from December 2 to December 13, with an additional drop-off 
opportunity on December 14 for those attending the Christmas in Coronado Holiday 
Dinner Dance. 
 
We kindly request that you contribute by donating an unwrapped toy suitable for any age 
group. You can drop off your donations at one of the following locations: Sundt 
Construction in Mission Valley, the AGC office in Sorrento Valley, or the AGC office 
in Lakeside. Your generosity will bring joy and happiness to these deserving kiddos. 
 
INFORMATION/FLYER 
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2024 
December 5, 2024 - Annual Meeting - Paradise Point Resort & Spa 
December 14, 2024 - Christmas in Coronado - Hotel Del Coronado 

 

COMMITTEE/COUNCIL MEETINGS 
 

DECEMBER MEETINGS 
Dec. 3 - 11:30 AM - Affiliate Council - Lakeside 
Dec. 4 - 7:00 AM - Safety Committee - Lakeside 
Dec. 6 - 7:30 AM - Caltrans/SANDAG @ Caltrans Office 

 

Committee Meeting 
Calendar  

 

 

Get Involved - Join a 
Committee  

 

 

  

 

Get Your CSEA Safety Awards In! 
 
Each year, the AGC San Diego Chapter, 
in partnership with AGC of America, 
recognizes outstanding companies in the 
industry for their passion and commitment 
to safety through the Construction 
Safety Excellence Awards – 
Sponsored by WTW and Starr 
Insurance. 
 
Check out our CSEA Award page here, 
complete the application by December 20, and you'll be automatically entered in the 
local and national competition. 
 
To compete locally ONLY or to receive assistance in walking through the application, 
reach out to our AGCSD Safety Director Vince Hundley, or call 619-572-1030. 
 
Join our safety committee today to get insider knowledge and mentorship on completing 
the application from our most knowledgeable members. 
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Don't miss this opportunity to nominate your organization for these prestigious awards! 
 
("Photo Credit: AGC of America) 

 

EDUCATION / SAFETY TRAINING  
 

Classes are held at our Ferris Square location in Sorrento Valley, our AGC Headquarters 
in Lakeside, or online. 
 
DECEMBER CLASSES 
AGC Safety Training Center  
6212 Ferris Square San Diego CA 92121 
December 5 - Confined Space CPT 
December 9 - Fall Protection CP Refresher Training (limited seating available) 
December 11 - Fall Protection 8-Hour CPT 
December 16 - 18 - Fall Protection 24-Hour CPT for EM 381-1-1  
December 16 - Fall Protection CP Refresher Training 
  
Technology/Software Training 
6212 Ferris Square San Diego CA 92121 
December 3 - QuickBooks Online Beginning 
December 4 - Excel Beginner 
December 5 - QuickBooks Desktop Beginning  
December 6  - Word Beginner 
December 10 - QuickBooks Online Int. / Adv. 
December 11 - Excel Intermediate 
December 12 - QuickBooks Desktop Int / Adv 
December 13 - Microsoft Word Intermediate  
December 16 - Excel Beginning 
December 18 - Excel Advanced 
December 20 - Word Advanced  
  
AGCSD Lakeside Headquarters  
10140 Riverford Road, Lakeside CA 92040 
December 4 - 2025 Employment Law Update: Laws Affecting California Employers 
December 5 - Project Engineer Bootcamp 
December 9 - Trench & Excavating CPT  
December 11 - Qualified Rigger & Signal Person 
December 11- Prevailing Wage, Certified Payroll & Compliance Training 
December 11 - Workplace Sexual Harassment Prevention Training - Supervisors and Employees 
December 17 - Traffic Control Technician and ATSSA Flagger Certification 
December 17 - CPR First Aid, AED Training 
December 19 - Foreman & Superintendent Bootcamp  
 
Online Virtual Training 
December 3 - Primavera P6 Fundamentals (Online) - 3-Day Comprehensive Course  
December 3 - Stormwater Seminar – Ask a Regulator 
December 9 & 10 - USACE CQM-C Certification (limited seating available) 
December 9 - 12 - Building Information Modeling Education Program - AGC EDGE Online  
December 11 - Communicating with Tact, Diplomacy, and Professionalism 
December 17 - Becoming a Successful Supervisor  

 



   

2024 Training Calendar and Class 
Registration  

 

Education & Safety Training Catalog 
If you do not see a class your team needs, please contact the AGC 
San Diego Education Department to check the upcoming schedule 

or schedule a group training session. 
Becca Schaffer (858) 731-8158. 

 

  

PLAN ROOM 
 

  

 

 

  

 

 

FIND US 
 

  

AGC East County Facility & 
Apprenticeship Training Center 

10140 Riverford Road 
Lakeside, CA 92040 

(858) 558-7444 
DIRECTIONS 

 

 

  

AGC Government Affairs Office &  
Fall Protection Training Campus 

6212 Ferris Square 
San Diego, CA 92121 

2nd floor 
DIRECTIONS 

 

 

About Monday Morning Quarterback 
AGC San Diego Chapter's Monday Morning Quarterback is a "hot 
off the press" and to the point Monday morning briefing on the 
important issues facing San Diego's construction industry. It is 
prepared by AGC Chief Executive Officer, Eddie Sprecco, and 
Vice President Government & Industry Relations, Dustin Steiner. 
 
Please contact Eddie Sprecco or Dustin Steiner with your 
comments, or with information that should be conveyed to the 
industry through this service. Well over 3,000 individuals 
employed by AGC member firms are part of this system. 
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Corporate Transparency Act Injunction 
By Dustin Steiner, Vice President Government & Industry Relations 
 
In late 2020 as part of the broader National Defense Authorization Act, Congress also 
passed the so-called Corporate Transparency Act (CTA). Generally speaking, this bill 
sought to prevent money laundering and the financing of terrorism by ensuring corporate 
ownership is cataloged with the federal government. While the intent is noble, the onus on 
small businesses is significant with steep penalties. The enactment date of this new law is 
January 1, 2025. However, last week a federal court in Texas issued an injunction to delay 
this deadline.  
 
The lawsuit was brought by several small business owners and the National Federation of 
Independent Businesses (NFIB). It is estimated that more than 32 million businesses 
would be affected by the CTA, including many in the construction field. According to Forbes: 
 
"Judge Mazzant's opinion strongly rebuked the CTA for overstepping constitutional 
boundaries. He noted that corporate regulation has traditionally fallen within the states' 
jurisdiction. By mandating federal oversight of corporate ownership, the CTA disrupts the 
balance of power foundational to the U.S. federalist system. Furthermore, the court found 
that the act burdens businesses with significant compliance costs—projected to exceed $22 
billion in the first year alone—without clear safeguards against misuse of collected data. 
 
The plaintiffs, including small business owners and a trade association, argued that the CTA 
compels speech and association, infringing on First Amendment protections. They also 
raised concerns about privacy violations under the Fourth Amendment, given the extensive 
personal information required.” 
 
The day after the injunction, the Financial Crimes Enforcement Network filed an appeal. 
It is expected this appeal will be heard quickly given the looming deadline.  
 
AGC San Diego will continue following this topic and to keep you apprised.  

 

 

 

 

AB5 Construction Trucking Exemption Expires 
By Mike McManus, Director of Engineering Construction & Industry Relations 
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Since the signing of AB5 into law in 2019, owner-operator truckers operating in California 
are presumed to be the employees of the company they are driving for. However, the 
construction industry had a carve-out or a construction trucking exemption that allowed 
contractors to enter into contracts with owner-operator truckers. That exemption is expiring 
in a few weeks on January 1, 2025. 
 
The construction trucking exemption allows an unlicensed, non-contractor, owner-operator 
trucker to enter into an agreement to provide trucking services with a contractor if the 
following are all true: 
1.     Subcontractor is a business entity 
2.    Subcontractor is registered with the DIR as a public works contractor per Labor Code 
§1725.5 
3.     Subcontractor utilizes own employees unless subcontractor is sole proprietor with own 
truck and valid Motor Carrier Permit 
4.     Subcontractor negotiates, contracts with, and is paid directly by a licensed contractor 
 
What happens if you have agreements with owner-operator truckers that will extend beyond 
January 1, 2025? This sunset date was extended so we have seen this before. Originally 
the exemption was set to sunset on January 1, 2022, but was extended. We got some legal 
advice before the 2022 expiration date that seems to apply. In part, that advice was: 
 
When part of a contract conflicts with a statute, it is illegal, and some, or all, of the contract 
may be rendered void and unenforceable. Depending on the nature of the illegality, neither 
party would be entitled to relief if either party breaches the contract. This means that certain 
of the parties’ duties that might have been covered by an agreement are no longer defined 
by the agreement.  
  
In reference to AB5, the worker’s independent contractor status might be voided due to 
violation of the ABC Standard after January 1, 2025, but the obligation to pay the worker 
would not be. 
  
Parties with contracts affected by AB5 should review their agreements and determine 
whether they have been made unenforceable, and therefore ineffective to sustain 
independent contractor status.  
  
So, if you have not done so yet, check in with your favorite lawyer if this expiration of the 
construction trucking exemption impacts some of your agreements. 
 
California's AB5 law requires trucking companies to treat owner-operators as employees, 
giving them the same rights and protections as other employees in the state. Owner-
operators are entitled to benefits such as health insurance, worker’s compensation, 
unemployment insurance, and paid sick days. Trucking companies must pay owner-
operators minimum wage and reimburse them for expenses like fuel and maintenance. 
 
One specific area of concern is the Caltrans Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) 
program which has been heavily reliant on small business owner-operator DBE truckers to 
be listed as DBEs and counted toward the project goals. This upcoming expiration of the 
construction trucking exemption may have a significant impact on the ability of contractors 
to meet the project DBE goals and be awarded the work. 

 



WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
 

The AGC Board of Directors and AGC staff welcome the following new members to AGC 
San Diego Chapter: 
 
Crossroads CPAs and Consultants LLP 
HR Mechanical Corp., dba HR Plumbing, Inc. 
Murfey Company, Inc. 
MWC Group, Inc. 
Prime Electrical Services, Inc. 
 
AGC's Motto: "It's Good Business to do Business with an AGC Member." 

 

 

 

Give Us Your Thoughts: Take our Annual Survey Now! 
 
It's time for you to let us know what you think!  Take our annual AGC Member 
Survey before December 20! 
 
The survey should take no more than 10 minutes to complete. Forward this email to any 
coworkers who would like to weigh in. The more, the merrier!  
 
As a perk for completing the survey, you'll be entered into a drawing for a $100 VISA gift 
card! 
 
If you have questions regarding the survey, please contact our Digital Communications & 
Technology Manager Kellie Korhonen. 

 

GIVING BACK 
 

  

 

AGC's Annual Holiday Toy Drive - Spread Joy with Every Toy! 
 
During this festive season, the AGC Build & Serve Charitable Alliance, in collaboration with 
the AGC Meetings & Events Committee, is dedicated to spreading holiday cheer to the 

https://law4x9fab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Vk76z_OyXQWX9vyJTIuUcLPWxm3s2jU09fn6EloNYp4JfKaq-Kt0ohGOIZ_w4SkoM5JX39uPd3Jpf82Y5IQGZKYSKmsOi3bSt0gFB_LFdelQD9re9ppeXtvTcFTyERtKvPx4YvtLMlEEIIHagLpMtJvlrjB87UaG&c=mZy3qq8a5X3hVOt4ABlBXoqlX2qYtj7JhGHt37auO1-9aYDwdh3aXw==&ch=_wuqW_-DrKq6qoYmvGaq8TTKDYnS9EqYUeW3T7PY1xlVJ8UAC2ZK_w==
https://law4x9fab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Vk76z_OyXQWX9vyJTIuUcLPWxm3s2jU09fn6EloNYp4JfKaq-Kt0ohGOIZ_w4SkoHEgP1uGPwqFK9pNYtySGxSwnXHgdALW7jr_AzwT15jG79GAv5xxcrEP6EQNGYWkLMggXlopwV5Dy8rCMZowL8cmKGXQ2aguf&c=mZy3qq8a5X3hVOt4ABlBXoqlX2qYtj7JhGHt37auO1-9aYDwdh3aXw==&ch=_wuqW_-DrKq6qoYmvGaq8TTKDYnS9EqYUeW3T7PY1xlVJ8UAC2ZK_w==
https://law4x9fab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Vk76z_OyXQWX9vyJTIuUcLPWxm3s2jU09fn6EloNYp4JfKaq-Kt0ohGOIZ_w4SkoK3aEmzOPw9zpRPLW-pB0Syy9TNkyOWfZ_hxi9ycvFzr5jTHWX-8neluiyQklrQdo8pU-F47IEhBJ3gnxG48WQGsu89QvGDLl&c=mZy3qq8a5X3hVOt4ABlBXoqlX2qYtj7JhGHt37auO1-9aYDwdh3aXw==&ch=_wuqW_-DrKq6qoYmvGaq8TTKDYnS9EqYUeW3T7PY1xlVJ8UAC2ZK_w==
https://law4x9fab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Vk76z_OyXQWX9vyJTIuUcLPWxm3s2jU09fn6EloNYp4JfKaq-Kt0ohGOIZ_w4SkoVu-ZE_A2q07-c3A6_vGAMW6PwfSZjG3X_3hszoFMbPTVCGgrNBUUafyswrBbA0Xn4usPveijpzPByBwxjBx2UA==&c=mZy3qq8a5X3hVOt4ABlBXoqlX2qYtj7JhGHt37auO1-9aYDwdh3aXw==&ch=_wuqW_-DrKq6qoYmvGaq8TTKDYnS9EqYUeW3T7PY1xlVJ8UAC2ZK_w==
https://law4x9fab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Vk76z_OyXQWX9vyJTIuUcLPWxm3s2jU09fn6EloNYp4JfKaq-Kt0ohGOIZ_w4SkoAYYtIm6YPlzLF2nfwFm89CIeONLrI6Tngl5rXtMD5C29Vw_l-WuUkI8HuGTJCvqatIzpFDrqY1UVw4-x32ub8ITYp9SWK5MP&c=mZy3qq8a5X3hVOt4ABlBXoqlX2qYtj7JhGHt37auO1-9aYDwdh3aXw==&ch=_wuqW_-DrKq6qoYmvGaq8TTKDYnS9EqYUeW3T7PY1xlVJ8UAC2ZK_w==
https://law4x9fab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Vk76z_OyXQWX9vyJTIuUcLPWxm3s2jU09fn6EloNYp4JfKaq-Kt0ookR2tBxyUg8AXe9GYBEfSNrtZw9Sq9b75f-RxUKmoz45SOUpCyupjC0quOnBHqy2amsKD4eLNYS-otqNyiQIzNpjqozQml_XxTFr8NLRw2bsHUccyE-WrF4eM-dc1KrpA==&c=mZy3qq8a5X3hVOt4ABlBXoqlX2qYtj7JhGHt37auO1-9aYDwdh3aXw==&ch=_wuqW_-DrKq6qoYmvGaq8TTKDYnS9EqYUeW3T7PY1xlVJ8UAC2ZK_w==
https://law4x9fab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Vk76z_OyXQWX9vyJTIuUcLPWxm3s2jU09fn6EloNYp4JfKaq-Kt0ookR2tBxyUg8AXe9GYBEfSNrtZw9Sq9b75f-RxUKmoz45SOUpCyupjC0quOnBHqy2amsKD4eLNYS-otqNyiQIzNpjqozQml_XxTFr8NLRw2bsHUccyE-WrF4eM-dc1KrpA==&c=mZy3qq8a5X3hVOt4ABlBXoqlX2qYtj7JhGHt37auO1-9aYDwdh3aXw==&ch=_wuqW_-DrKq6qoYmvGaq8TTKDYnS9EqYUeW3T7PY1xlVJ8UAC2ZK_w==
mailto:Kellie@agcsd.org


children at Promises2Kids and the Foundation for Women Warriors. We are organizing 
a toy drive from December 2 to December 13, with an additional drop-off opportunity on 
December 14 for those attending the Christmas in Coronado Holiday Dinner Dance. 
 
We kindly request that you contribute by donating an unwrapped toy suitable for any age 
group. You can drop off your donations at one of the following locations: Sundt 
Construction in Mission Valley, the AGC office in Sorrento Valley, or the AGC office in 
Lakeside. Your generosity will bring joy and happiness to these deserving kiddos. 
 
INFORMATION/FLYER 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

2024 
December 14, 2024 - Christmas in Coronado - Hotel Del Coronado 
 
2025 
January 16, 2025 - AGC Installation Dinner & Member Awards - Hilton La Jolla Torrey Pines 

 

COMMITTEE/COUNCIL MEETINGS 
 

Committee Meeting 
Calendar  

 

 

Get Involved - Join a 
Committee  
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Get Your CSEA Safety Awards In! 
 
Each year, the AGC San Diego Chapter, in 
partnership with AGC of America, recognizes 
outstanding companies in the industry for 
their passion and commitment to safety 
through the Construction Safety 
Excellence Awards – Sponsored by WTW 
and Starr Insurance. 
 
Check out our CSEA Award page here, 
complete the application by December 20 
for local applications. The national application deadline has been extended, so be careful 
not to get the two confused!  
 
To compete locally ONLY or to receive assistance in walking through the application, reach 
out to our AGCSD Safety Director Vince Hundley, or call 619-572-1030. 
 
Join our safety committee today to get insider knowledge and mentorship on completing the 
application from our most knowledgeable members. 
 
Don't miss this opportunity to nominate your organization for these prestigious awards! 
 
(Photo Credit: AGC of America) 

 

  

 

 

 

Workplace Harassment Training This Wednesday – Two Sessions 
Available.  
Learn More – Session 1 at 8:30 AM or Session 2 at 10:30 AM 
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EDUCATION / SAFETY TRAINING  
 

Classes are held at our Ferris Square location in Sorrento Valley, our AGC Headquarters in 
Lakeside, or online. 
 
DECEMBER CLASSES 
AGC Safety Training Center  
6212 Ferris Square San Diego CA 9212 
December 11 - Fall Protection 8-Hour CPT 
December 16 - 18 - Fall Protection 24-Hour CPT for EM 381-1-1  
December 16 - Fall Protection CP Refresher Training 
  
Technology/Software Training 
6212 Ferris Square San Diego CA 92121 
December 10 - QuickBooks Online Int. / Adv. 
December 11 - Excel Intermediate 
December 12 - QuickBooks Desktop Int / Adv 
December 13 - Microsoft Word Intermediate  
December 16 - Excel Beginning 
December 18 - Excel Advanced 
December 20 - Word Advanced  
  
AGCSD Lakeside Headquarters  
10140 Riverford Road, Lakeside CA 92040 
December 11 - Qualified Rigger & Signal Person 
December 11- Prevailing Wage, Certified Payroll & Compliance Training 
December 11 - Workplace Sexual Harassment Prevention Training - Supervisors and Employees 
December 17 - Traffic Control Technician and ATSSA Flagger Certification 
December 17 - CPR First Aid, AED Training 
December 19 - Foreman & Superintendent Bootcamp  
 
Online Virtual Training 
December 11 - Communicating with Tact, Diplomacy, and Professionalism 
December 17 - Becoming a Successful Supervisor  

 

   

2024 Training Calendar and Class 
Registration  

 

Education & Safety Training Catalog 
If you do not see a class your team needs, please contact the AGC San 

Diego Education Department to check the upcoming schedule, or 
schedule a group training session. 
Becca Schaffer (858) 731-8158. 

 

  

PLAN ROOM 
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FIND US 
 

  

AGC East County Facility & 
Apprenticeship Training Center 

10140 Riverford Road 
Lakeside, CA 92040 

(858) 558-7444 
DIRECTIONS 

 

 

  

AGC Government Affairs Office &  
Fall Protection Training Campus 

6212 Ferris Square 
San Diego, CA 92121 

2nd floor 
DIRECTIONS 

 

 

About Monday Morning Quarterback 
AGC San Diego Chapter's Monday Morning Quarterback is a "hot off 
the press" and to the point Monday morning briefing on the important 
issues facing San Diego's construction industry. It is prepared by 
AGC Chief Executive Officer, Eddie Sprecco, and Vice President 
Government & Industry Relations, Dustin Steiner. 
 
Please contact Eddie Sprecco or Dustin Steiner with your 
comments, or with information that should be conveyed to the 
industry through this service. Well over 3,000 individuals employed 
by AGC member firms are part of this system. 
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‘Twas The Week Before Christmas IV – AGC Style 
By Dustin Steiner, Vice President Government & Industry Relations 
 
Once again, with apologies to Clement C. Moore, I give you ‘Twas The Week Before 
Christmas IV – AGC Style 
  
‘Twas the week before Christmas and all through the land, 
The rhetoric is high; the promises are grand. 
The Red Wave arrived, and with it, new faces, 
A change in direction in many high places. 
  
While the man at the top is one we know well, 
The folks coming with have new stories to tell. 
A VP with a beard for the first time in ages, 
From humble beginnings with very low wages. 
  
A new Senate leader while the Speaker remains, 
But with smaller margins than anticipated gains. 
So is it a mandate as some pundits claim? 
Or merely a shift with new people to blame? 
  
And it’s not just electeds who are moving about, 
There are plenty of others raising their clout. 
New bosses at Caltrans, the County, and Port, 
The Chamber’s another and soon maybe the Court 
  
Now Elon, now Kennedy, now Marco and Vivek 
On efficiency, on healthcare, on all that’s at stake 
We will work with whomever to get what we need 
To build and to dig in this industry we lead 
  
And what of the future in this great state of ours? 
“protecting our values” and more electric cars 
Could Kamala move home and be Gov of this land? 
Will Gavin go to Washington as fast as he planned?  
  
The federal PLA is now in effect - 
Higher costs, fewer bids, just what we’d expect. 
A similar proposal introduced at the state, 
Although this time around, a veto is its fate. 
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The new year awaits with hopes, fears, and dreams, 
And no matter how bright or dim it all seems, 
We are ready to support, fight or defend 
The roadblocks, or money, or whatever they send. 
  
As we cherish the season and all that it brings, 
May we find goodness and joy in all little things. 
And know AGC will continue our plight, 
Merry Christmas to all and to all a good night! 

 

 

 

 

Capital Improvement Needs Assessment Updated by County 
By Mike McManus, Director of Engineering Construction & Industry Relations 
 
The County has a five-year plan to build and renovate facilities to ensure they are taking 
care of our aging infrastructure, preparing for future needs, and providing residents with 
essential services. The County has many large projects coming that will create many 
opportunities for contractors in the future. 
  
Each year, the County reviews and updates the plan for potential capital projects through 
a process called the Capital Improvement Needs Assessment (CINA) or "Capital Plan" 
for short. The needs assessment helps drive the decision-making on funding and 
resources as they move forward. 
  
Capital projects together make up the Capital Plan and include new construction or 
renovation of existing County buildings, recreation centers, and sheriff stations, as well 
as land purchases to build parks. In this year’s update, 29 projects are listed to be in the 
planning, design, or construction stages during the 2025-2030 period. 
  
Here are some of the highlights of capital needs by the asset department:  
  
Sheriff 
Vista Detention Facility Modernization - Design Phase: $400,000,000 
Ramon Sheriff Station - Design Phase: $44,000,000 
  
Public Works 
Stormwater Mandates Program - Construction Phase: $324,000,000 
  
Parks 
Tijuana River Valley Park - Construction Phase: $68,000,000 
San Luis Rey River Park - Design Phase: $68,000,000 
Ramona Community Center - Planning: $39,000,000 
Otay Valley Regional Park - Design: $70,000,000 
  
Libraries 
Santee Library - Planning: $34,000,000 
  
General Services 
County Administration Center Renovation - Construction:  $161,000,000 
  
Behavioral Health 
Central Region Behavioral Health - Planning: $58,000,000 



San Diego County Psychiatric Hospital - Design: $80,000,000 
  
In the short run, the County has a strong program of construction projects coming to bid 
in the next two years, starting with the Public Works Department that has $171,000,000 
of projects coming out to bid this fiscal year. In February 2025, $60,000,000 in road 
resurfacing projects are expected. 
 
The General Services Department also has some upcoming procurements this fiscal 
year. The Ramona Fire Station is a $43,000,000 project. Late in the year, we expect the 
San Diego Psychiatric Hospital Conversion project to be out for proposals; the project 
estimate is $80,000,000. 
  
The County has a consistently strong set of procurements hitting the street regularly: 
both hard bid and alternative procurement types of projects. The engineering projects 
are all hard-bid; the vertical projects are Construction Manager at Risk or Progressive 
Design-Build. 
 
More on the plan can be found here. 

 

 

 

 

Our Annual Survey Ends THIS Friday, Dec. 20! 
 
Before you leave for Christmas vacation a la Chevy Chase, it's time to take our annual 
AGC Member Survey before THIS FRIDAY! 
 
Don't worry, there's something in it for you. Take this 10-minute survey and you'll 
be entered into a drawing for a $100 VISA gift card! 
 
If you have questions regarding the survey, please contact our Digital Communications 
& Technology Manager Kellie Korhonen. 
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Get Your CSEA Safety Awards 
Applications In BEFORE FRIDAY!  
 
Each year, the AGC San Diego Chapter, in 
partnership with AGC of America, 
recognizes outstanding companies in the 
industry for their passion and commitment to 
safety through the Construction Safety 
Excellence Awards – Sponsored by WTW 
and Starr Insurance. 
 
Applications are due this Friday for local awards. (Don't confuse this with the 
National deadline). 
 
Check out our CSEA Award page here. 
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To compete locally ONLY or to receive assistance in walking through the application, 
reach out to our AGCSD Safety Director Vince Hundley, or call 619-572-1030. 
 
Join our safety committee today to get insider knowledge and mentorship on completing 
the application from our most knowledgeable members. 
 
Don't miss this opportunity to nominate your organization for these prestigious awards! 
 
(Photo Credit: AGC of America) 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

2025 
January 16, 2025 - AGC Installation Dinner & Member Awards - Hilton La Jolla Torrey 
Pines 
 
February 27 - March 2, 2025 - AGC Winter Conference - Stein Eriksen Lodge Deer Valley 
- SOLD OUT 
 
March 27, 2025 - Affiliate Mixer - Rancho Bernardo Inn (NEW LOCATION!) 

 

COMMITTEE/COUNCIL MEETINGS 
 

Committee Meeting 
Calendar  

 

 

Get Involved - Join a 
Committee  

 

 

EDUCATION / SAFETY TRAINING  
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Classes are held at our Ferris Square location in Sorrento Valley, our AGC Headquarters 
in Lakeside, or online. 
 
DECEMBER CLASSES 
Technology/Software Training 
6212 Ferris Square San Diego CA 92121 
December 18 - Excel Advanced 
December 20 - Word Advanced  
  
AGCSD Lakeside Headquarters  
10140 Riverford Road, Lakeside CA 92040 
December 17 - CPR First Aid, AED Training 
December 19 - Foreman & Superintendent Bootcamp  
 
Online Virtual Training 
December 17 - Becoming a Successful Supervisor  

 

2025 Training Calendar and Class Registration  
 

If you do not see a class your team needs, please contact the AGC San Diego Education Department 
to check the upcoming schedule, or schedule a group training session. 

Becca Schaffer (858) 731-8158. 
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AGC East County Facility & 
Apprenticeship Training Center 

10140 Riverford Road 
Lakeside, CA 92040 

(858) 558-7444 
DIRECTIONS 

 

 

  

AGC Government Affairs Office &  
Fall Protection Training Campus 

6212 Ferris Square 
San Diego, CA 92121 

2nd floor 
DIRECTIONS 

 

 

About Monday Morning Quarterback 
AGC San Diego Chapter's Monday Morning Quarterback is a "hot 
off the press" and to the point Monday morning briefing on the 
important issues facing San Diego's construction industry. It is 
prepared by AGC Chief Executive Officer, Eddie Sprecco, and 
Vice President Government & Industry Relations, Dustin Steiner. 
 
Please contact Eddie Sprecco or Dustin Steiner with your 
comments, or with information that should be conveyed to the 
industry through this service. Well over 3,000 individuals 
employed by AGC member firms are part of this system. 

 

Visit agcsd.org  
 

Join our Email 
List  

 

 

AGC San Diego Chapter, Inc. 
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(858) 558-7444 
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