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INDUSTRY NEWS 
 

Welcome Adrianna Lopez – Director of 
Labor Relations 
 
We’re excited to welcome Adrianna Lopez to the AGC 
San Diego team as our new Director of Labor Relations. 
Adrianna brings with her over 15 years of industry 
experience supporting contractors of all types, as well 
as other professionals navigating the complex world of 
prevailing wage and construction labor law. 
 
In her role, Adrianna will be a key advocate for AGC’s 
members, coordinating master labor agreement 
negotiations, building strong relationships with local 
union leaders and PLA coordinators, and providing 
expert support, training, and guidance on a wide range 
of labor-related topics. These include Project Labor 

Agreements (PLAs), trust fund issues, prevailing wage compliance, skilled and trained 
workforce requirements, and more. 
 
A recent transplant from Lake Arrowhead, Adrianna is already settling into her new role 
and community here in San Diego. Her deep expertise and commitment to the industry 
make her a valuable addition to our team, and we’re looking forward to the impact she’ll 
make. 
 
Please join us in giving Adrianna a warm welcome! 
 
Contact Info: alopez@agcsd.org, (619) 592-4525 

  

 

 

  

 

The Recissions are Coming! 
By Dustin Steiner, Vice President, Government & Industry Relations 
 

https://law4x9fab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pfI3rHL2_ShT1DyXwdBZeTNqd23oa7yITHiACwo6KS9GX6P3iobQPeFhhf91xtyO_Mw_lk6cGPTC0_WWERwUOvEV3m_EIzie7OLHTWNhh_f_nr4vrkVgNuUyHhm4AB1LkHeuXpDkhvb3eErR4WZI-Q==&c=mfoECTgHEJnGuvvTcc7D7DpXLlXn41SREVa9WLc7e-sbzdPlTJV7nw==&ch=ifbtuD5t-ms-rMknhqGsAMal5Miqzq-pogjptPZXhH2nRQ2PrM9o-w==
mailto:alopez@agcsd.org


Last week, President Trump, with the help of a friendly Congress, signed into law 
the Recissions Act of 2025 (H.R. 4) that rescinded $9.4 billion in funds to the U.S. 
Department of State, the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) and 
the Corporation for Public Broadcasting (CPB), which includes NPR and PBS. 
Republicans have been calling for reducing public funding for USAID and CPB for 
decades, so this comes as no surprise to political insiders. The process, however, is 
somewhat more unique. According to the Bipartisan Policy Center (BPC), “A rescission 
is the cancellation of previously appropriated funding by Congress. Both Congress and 
the president have the authority to propose the rescission of certain funding, albeit 
through different procedures.” While President Trump initiated $14.8 billion in recissions 
in his first term, the proposal failed in the Senate. BPC notes, “Presidents used to 
regularly deploy this authority but have rarely done so since the turn of the 21st century.” 
In point of fact, Presidents Biden, Obama, and Bush 43 initiated $0 in recissions. A 
second round of recissions is widely expected, targeting the Department of Education, 
which President Trump has threatened to do away with entirely. 
 
Per AGC of America, there is also the chance of so-called “pocket recissions.” 
Authorized under the Impoundment Control Act, a presidential administration can 
withhold funding for 45 days while Congress considers whether it will cut the funds. As 
with just about everything that comes out of Washington these days, the reaction 
depends on one’s party affiliation. 
 
In other news, AGC is backing the Small Business Payment for Performance Act (H.R. 
4615), which was introduced on July 23. According to AGC of America, “this bill requires 
federal agencies to issue an immediate partial payment to small businesses when a 
contracting officer changes the contract without the contractor’s agreement, helping to 
immediately cover the additional costs to the contractor caused by the government’s 
unilateral action. This bipartisan legislation was introduced by Reps. Pete Stauber (R-
Minn.), Brian Fitzpatrick (R-Pa.), Marc Veasey (D-Texas), and Donald Norcross (D-
N.J.).” To learn more, click here: New Legislation Could Help Contractors Get Paid 
Faster on Federal Jobs - AGC News. 
 
Lastly, AGC of America has launched a new Citizenship and Immigration Support 
Portal in association with the National Immigration Forum. For additional information, 
click here: AGC Launches New Immigration Citizenship and Immigration Support Portal 
- AGC News 

  

Results in for Highway Work Zone Awareness Survey 
By Mike McManus, Director of Engineering Construction & Industry Relations 
 
The results for the AGC Highway Work Zone Awareness Survey, although not 
unexpected, are still somewhat troubling. The message to drivers from highway 
contractors is that when you approach a highway work zone, “slow down and get off 
your cell phone, your life may depend on it.” The survey results bear that out. 
  
Sixty percent of contractors surveyed reported that their company had a motorist crash 
into one of their work zones during the last year. Nearly a third reported they had five or 
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more incidents of highway motorists crashing into their work zones. Thirty percent of 
those firms had at least one construction worker injured in those incidents. 
  
At least two-thirds of the respondents listed the following as the root causes of these 
work zone crashes:  

• Speeding - 78% 
• Distracted Driving - 84% 
• Impaired Driving - 65% 

  
The interesting point from the survey is that work zone crashes, although dangerous for 
workers, are even more hazardous for motorists who veer off the highway into a work 
zone. Seventy-one percent of respondents reported that at least one motorist or 
passenger was injured in these incidents. Twenty-nine percent reported that five or more 
were injured. It is the same story with fatalities related to these work zone 
incidents. Thirteen percent of the highway contractors surveyed reported they had at 
least one worker fatality in the last year. However, 24 percent reported that at least one 
driver or passenger was killed in highway work zones last year. 
  
Of the survey respondents, 98 percent reported that they felt the risk of highway work 
zone crashes is at least as risky or riskier than a year ago. They also did not see this risk 
as a factor in finding new workers to enter the industry. 
  
More than half of those surveyed cited the following measures that they think would 
improve safety in highway work zones, if implemented: 
 

• Automatic ticketing for speed violations in work zones 
• Greater police presence at work zone construction sites 
• Highway work zone cameras 
• Tougher laws, fines, and legal penalties for moving violations in work 

zones 
• Stricter enforcement of existing laws regarding work zone moving 

violations 
• Stricter laws against cell phone usage and distracted driving associated 

with vehicles in work zone construction sites 
• Closing roads and detouring traffic 
•  Better or more frequent safety training for construction workers 
•  Require a unit on driving near work zones for Driver’s Education classes 

  
All good ideas to consider. Thank you to all of you who participated in the survey. 

 

  

 



  

 

Participate in OSHA's Safe + Sound Week 
 
Why Participate? 
Safe + Sound Week is a nationwide event held each August (August 11-17) that 
recognizes the successes of workplace safety and health programs and offers 
information and ideas on how to keep America’s workers safe. This year, Safe + Sound 
Week will provide resources and activities for businesses on emergency preparedness 
and response that can be done at work or home. 
 
Who Participates? 
All organizations looking for an opportunity to recognize their commitment to safety and 
health are welcome to participate. Last year, more than 5,000 businesses helped raise 
awareness about workers’ safety and health! 
 
Want to Participate? It’s as Easy as 1-2-3!  Safe + Sound Week | Occupational Safety 
and Health Administration 

 

  

 

  

Sip, Socialize & Build Your Future with CLC! 
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Are you an early to mid-career professional in the construction industry looking to expand 
your network and grow your career? The AGC Construction Leadership Council (CLC) 
is actively seeking new members, and we want to meet you! 
 
Join us for the CLC Sip n’ Social, a casual networking event designed to introduce 
interested professionals to the CLC community. Enjoy complimentary food and drinks 
while connecting with fellow industry peers. Challenge attendees in a round of golf or a 
game on the simulators. At the event, you will learn about exciting committee 
opportunities and discover how CLC can help you: 
 

• Enhance your industry knowledge through relevant programs 
• Build lasting professional relationships 
• Tour high-profile projects across San Diego 

  
Event Details: 
📅📅 Thursday, August 14 
📍📍 The Golf Bar, Rancho Bernardo 
🕔🕔 5:00 PM – 7:00 PM 
🎟🎟 Limited spots available—Register here 
 
Are you interested in joining the CLC? Skip the wait and sign up here using 
the AGC Committee Volunteer form.  
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2025 
August 8 - Affiliate Day Golf - Singing Hills Golf Club at Sycuan - Only a few spots left! 
September 18 - Public Agency Showcase Mixer/Dinner - SD Yacht Club 
October 6 - AGC Fall Golf - Country Club of Rancho Bernardo 
October 16 - CLC Cool Cars Classic & Mixer - AGC HQ 
October 28 - Build San Diego Awards - Deadline for late entries - August 25 @ 12 PM 
December 6 - Christmas in Coronado - Hotel Del Coronado 

 

COMMITTEE/COUNCIL MEETINGS 
 

AUGUST MEETINGS 
August 6 - 7:00 AM - Safety Committee - Lakeside 
August 13 - 7:30 AM - Build & Serve Charitable Alliance - Virtual 
August 14 - 5:00 p.m. - CLC Sip 'n Social - The Golf Bar in RB - Register here 
August 21 - 11:30 AM - HR Practices - Lakeside 
August 28 - 1:00 PM - City of San Diego @ City Offices 
August 29 - 11:00 AM - Construction Technology Committee - Virtual 

 

Committee Meeting 
Calendar  

 

 

Get Involved - Join a 
Committee  

 

 

EDUCATION / SAFETY TRAINING 
 

Classes are held at our Ferris Square location in Sorrento Valley, our AGC 
Headquarters in Lakeside, or online. 
 
AUGUST CLASSES 
 
CONSTRUCTION EDUCATION 
August 5                     Construction Law: Project Contracting Fundamentals, Part 1 
August 5, 12, 19         Excel Series (Beginner, Intermediate & Advanced) 
August 5                    Excel Beginner Training 
August 6 & 7              CQM-C (Construction Quality Management for Contractors) SOLD OUT 
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August 7                     Effective Business Writing & Construction Correspondence 
August 7                     QuickBooks Beginner (Online version) 
August 11                   Microsoft Project Professional: Intermediate - Advanced 
August 12                   Excel Intermediate Training 
August 13                   Construction Estimating Basics 
August 14                   BLUEBEAM REVU 20 Basics Training 
August 14                   Foreman & Superintendent Bootcamp 
August 14                   QuickBooks Intermediate/Advanced (Online version) 
August 18                   Excel Beginner Training 
August 19                   Construction Law: How to Get Paid 
August 19                   Excel Advanced Training 
August 20                   MS PowerPoint Beginner/Intermediate 
August 21                  BLUEBEAM REVU Tips and Tricks 
August 21                 Microsoft Project Professional: Beginning-Intermediate 
August 27                BLUEBEAM REVU Document Management Training 
  
SAFETY TRAINING CLASSES 
August 5 - 7               Trench & Excavating 24-hr CPT  
August 11                   Fall Protection Competent Person Retraining 
August 11-15              Fall Protection 40-Hour CPT Safety Training for Federal Construction Personnel 
August 18 – 20           Fall Protection 24-Hour Competent Person for EM385-1-1 & Rescue Training 
August 18                   CPR - First Aid - AED Training 
August 25                 Adult Mental Health First Aid (MHFA) Certification 
August 26                   Frame Scaffold Competent Person Training 
August 26 – 28         Scaffold 24-hr CPT 
August 27                  Fall Protection 8-hr Competent Person Training for Construction 
August 28                 How to Write an Effective Activity Hazard Analysis (AHA) 
  
ONLINE TRAINING CLASSES 
August 5 Stormwater Virtual Seminar: Managing Post-Construction BMPS During Construction 
August 5, 12, 19, 26    E-Learning: AGC Building Information Modeling Education Program 
August 6                      E-Learning: Project Engineer Bootcamp 
August 6                      E-Learning: Women In Leadership 
August 8                      E-Learning: Resident Management System (RMS) Training for USACE 
August 11                    Free Webinar: What is NEW in Microsoft Excel? 
August 12                    E-Learning: Bluebeam Baseline Series (3 Session Program) August 12 - 14 
August 13                    E-Learning: BLUEBEAM REVU Material Takeoffs & Estimates- Basics (#2) 
August 14                    E-Learning: BLUEBEAM REVU Material Takeoffs & Estimates- Basics (#3) 
August 18                    E-Learning: AGC LEAN Education Program (August 18, 20, 21, 25, 27, 28) 
August 19                    E-Learning: Effective Email Communication 
August 19                    E-Learning: Bluebeam for Administrative Professionals 
  
We appreciate your interest in our class offerings and assure you that AGC San Diego fully 
supports your educational needs. Should you have any inquiries or specific class requests, please 
do not hesitate to reach out directly to Becca Schaffer at training@agcsd.org or call (858) 731-
8158. We are here to assist you. AGC San Diego remains dedicated to enhancing the construction 
workforce through tailored educational programs and safety training, and we truly value your 
engagement as a member. 
 

JULY - DECEMBER 2025 CATALOG 
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2025 Training Calendar and Class Registration  

 

If you do not see a class your team needs, please contact the AGC San Diego Education Department to check 
the upcoming schedule, or schedule a group training session. 

Becca Schaffer (858) 731-8158. 
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AGC East County Facility & 
Apprenticeship Training Center 

10140 Riverford Road 
Lakeside, CA 92040 

(858) 558-7444 
DIRECTIONS 

 

 

  

AGC Government Affairs Office & 
Fall Protection Training Campus 

6212 Ferris Square 
San Diego, CA 92121 

2nd floor 
DIRECTIONS 

 

 

About Monday Morning Quarterback 
AGC San Diego Chapter's Monday Morning Quarterback is a "hot 
off the press" and to the point Monday morning briefing on the 
important issues facing San Diego's construction industry. It is 
prepared by AGC Chief Executive Officer, Eddie Sprecco, and 
Vice President Government & Industry Relations, Dustin Steiner. 
 
Please contact Eddie Sprecco or Dustin Steiner with your 
comments, or with information that should be conveyed to the 
industry through this service. Well over 3,000 individuals 
employed by AGC member firms are part of this system. 

 

Visit agcsd.org 

 

Join our Email 
List 

 

 

AGC San Diego Chapter, Inc. 
The VOICE of Construction 
(858) 558-7444 
agcsd.org 

 

Connect With Us 
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INDUSTRY NEWS 
 

CARB Off-Road Amendments Contain Prime Contractor Obligations 
By Sean Edgar, Director and Co-Founder of CleanFleets.net, AGCSD's Consultant, 
and Carb Regulatory Guidance Seminar Provider 
 
The outgoing Biden Administration received a December 2024 visit from California 
Governor Newsom to plead the case on why all eight pending federal approvals for 
CARB programs should be rubber-stamped before Trump took office. The good news is 
that the Advanced Clean Fleets Zero-Emission Vehicle (ZEV) truck purchase mandate 
did not get federal approval prior to Trump’s Inauguration, so CARB is delayed on its 
implementation and is currently regrouping on alternatives to get contractors into ZEVs 
regardless of federal actions. Newsom is at the front of 37 lawsuits against Trump. AGC 
San Diego Chapter continues to be at the front lines, vouching for our members (more 
on this in future columns). 
  
However, the CARB Off-Road Regulation amendments of 2022 were among the six 
CARB rules that received federal approval, and CARB recently revealed its plans to 
implement the changes On January 10, 2025, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
granted authorization to CARB to enforce all provisions of the 2022 Off-Road Regulation 
amendment, and CARB will now implement four key areas (which were the focus of our 
February 2024 training in Lakeside for the members). The four areas are summarized 
below. The most time-sensitive requirements are those of the prime contractor, as CARB 
will enforce them against prime contractors after October 21, 2025. 
  
(1) Adding Vehicles Requirement 
Fleets are prohibited from adding Tier 3 and Tier 4 Interim (Tier 4I) vehicles and must 
phase out pre-Tier 4 vehicles on a staggered schedule depending on fleet size. For 
example, if a small fleet were to purchase a vehicle on January 1, 2026, the vehicle’s 
engine would have to be a Tier 4I or higher. Starting January 11, 2025, CARB began 
enforcement of the expanded vehicle requirement on fleets. Fleets are allowed to 
continue operating lower-tier vehicles that they already own until those vehicles are 
required to be phased out. 
  
(2) Tier Phase-Out Requirements 
Prior to the amendments, fleets had to meet their fleet average target then they were 
done. Now, all fleets must comply with the tier phase-out requirement, depending on 
fleet size 
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(3) Low-Use Vehicles Designation 
Changes to the low-use provisions are summarized below: 

• Date-stamped photo: A date-stamped photograph of the engine hour 
meter at the time the hour meter reading is taken for reporting purposes. 

• Year-by-Year Option Discontinued: The year-by-year low-use option 
was discontinued as of January 1, 2024, meaning no vehicle will be 
considered a year-by-year low-use vehicle on or after January 1, 2024. 

• Three-Year Rolling Average: For vehicles that fleet owners intend to 
designate under the three-year rolling average definition of permanent 
low-use, fleets must report two distinct hour meter readings per year. 

  
(4) Contracting and Prime Contracting Requirements 
No later than October 21, 2025: 
1. The prime contractor or public works awarding body must obtain a valid Certificate 
of Reported Compliance for any fleets selected for the contract and their listed 
subcontractors. 
2. Prime contractors must report observed non-compliance to CARB within five 
business days. 
  
Questions on fleet compliance assistance requests may be addressed 
to Sean@CleanFleets.net or call Sean at (916) 718-7050. 

 

  

 

  

 

This Week: Participate in OSHA's Safe + Sound Week 
 
Why Participate? 
Safe + Sound Week is a nationwide event that will start today through August 17, 
recognizing the successes of workplace safety and health programs and offering 
information and ideas on how to keep America’s workers safe. This year, Safe + Sound 
Week will provide resources and activities for businesses on emergency preparedness 
and response that can be done at work or at home. 
 
Who Participates? 
All organizations looking for an opportunity to recognize their commitment to safety and 
health are welcome to participate. Last year, more than 5,000 businesses helped raise 
awareness about workers’ safety and health! 

mailto:Sean@CleanFleets.net


 
Want to Participate? It’s as Easy as 1-2-3!  Safe + Sound Week | Occupational Safety 
and Health Administration 

 

  

 

  

REGISTRATION DEADLINE TODAY: Sip, Socialize & Build Your Future with 
CLC! 
 
The AGC Construction Leadership Council (CLC) invites all early to mid-career 
professionals to meet us for the CLC Sip n’ Social, our yearly casual networking event! 
  
Join us at the Golf Bar in Rancho Bernardo for free food and drinks while gaming or 
golfing with your member peers. Come and learn more about the committee 
opportunities and learn how CLC can help you build relationships and tour high-profile 
projects in San Diego. 
  
Register now before it's too late! 
  
Interested in joining the committee? Sign up here for the CLC using the AGC 
Committee Volunteer form.  

 

  

 

TECH CORNER: Insights from AGC of America Webinar DoD’s Latest 
CMMC Ruling 
By Mandy Irvine McClure, Hoop5, Construction Technology Chair 
 
AGC of America hosted a timely webinar earlier this month, DoD’s Latest CMMC Ruling: 
Federal Contractors Need to Take Action Now, addressing the Department of Defense’s 
(DoD) recent final rule on the Cybersecurity Maturity Model Certification (CMMC) 
program and what it means for contractors. The session featured experts from AGC and 
Egnyte, including Jordan Howard (AGC), Neil Jones, and Satyam Verma (Egnyte), and 
focused on actionable guidance for federal contractors navigating compliance. 
 
Key topics covered in the webinar included: 
 

• MMC 2.0 Final Rule Status 
• Who Needs to Comply? 
• Timing & Phasing 
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• SPRS Score and NIST 800-171 
• Common Pitfalls to Avoid 

 
The message from AGC and the DoD is clear: contractors who wait may be left behind. 
CMMC is moving forward, and compliance will be required to win and keep DoD 
contracts. Now is the time to assess your readiness and take steps toward certification, 
before it becomes a barrier to doing business. 
 
Click here to read full article with insight from each topic and action items for 
contractors. 
 
Sign up to be on our Technology Committee using the AGC Committee Volunteer 
form  
to stay in-the-know on all things tech coming down the pike this year. Our next meeting 
is August 29! 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

2025 
September 18 - Public Agency Showcase Mixer/Dinner - SD Yacht Club 
October 6 - AGC Fall Golf - Country Club of Rancho Bernardo 
October 16 - CLC Cool Cars Classic & Mixer - AGC HQ 
October 28 - Build San Diego Awards - Deadline for late entries - August 25 @ 12 PM 
December 6 - Christmas in Coronado - Hotel Del Coronado 

 

COMMITTEE/COUNCIL MEETINGS 
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AUGUST MEETINGS 
August 13 - 7:30 AM - Build & Serve Charitable Alliance - Virtual 
August 14 - 5:00 p.m. - CLC Sip 'n Social - The Golf Bar in RB - Register here 
August 21 - 11:30 AM - HR Practices - Lakeside 
August 28 - 1:00 PM - City of San Diego @ City Offices 
August 29 - 11:00 AM - Construction Technology Committee - Virtual 

 

Committee Meeting 
Calendar  

 

 

Get Involved - Join a 
Committee  

 

 

EDUCATION / SAFETY TRAINING 
 

Classes are held at our Ferris Square location in Sorrento Valley, our AGC 
Headquarters in Lakeside, or online. 
 
AUGUST CLASSES 
 
CONSTRUCTION EDUCATION 
August 12                   Excel Intermediate Training 
August 13                   Construction Estimating Basics 
August 14                   BLUEBEAM REVU 20 Basics Training 
August 14                   Foreman & Superintendent Bootcamp 
August 14                   QuickBooks Intermediate/Advanced (Online version) 
August 18                   Excel Beginner Training 
August 19                   Construction Law: How to Get Paid 
August 19                   Excel Advanced Training 
August 20                   MS PowerPoint Beginner/Intermediate 
August 21                  BLUEBEAM REVU Tips and Tricks 
August 21                  Microsoft Project Professional: Beginning-Intermediate 
August 27                 BLUEBEAM REVU Document Management Training 
  
SAFETY TRAINING CLASSES 
August 18 – 20           Fall Protection 24-Hour Competent Person for EM385-1-1 & Rescue Training 
August 18                   CPR - First Aid - AED Training 
August 25                  Adult Mental Health First Aid (MHFA) Certification 
August 26                   Frame Scaffold Competent Person Training 
August 26 – 28          Scaffold 24-hr CPT 
August 27                  Fall Protection 8-hr Competent Person Training for Construction 
August 28                  How to Write an Effective Activity Hazard Analysis (AHA) 
  
ONLINE TRAINING CLASSES 
August 12                    E-Learning: Bluebeam Baseline Series (3 Session Program) August 12 - 14 
August 13                    E-Learning: BLUEBEAM REVU Material Takeoffs & Estimates- Basics (#2) 
August 14                    E-Learning: BLUEBEAM REVU Material Takeoffs & Estimates- Basics (#3) 
August 18                    E-Learning: AGC LEAN Education Program (August 18, 20, 21, 25, 27, 28) 
August 19                    E-Learning: Effective Email Communication 
August 19                    E-Learning: Bluebeam for Administrative Professionals 
  
We appreciate your interest in our class offerings and assure you that AGC San Diego fully 
supports your educational needs. Should you have any inquiries or specific class requests, please 
do not hesitate to reach out directly to Becca Schaffer at training@agcsd.org or call (858) 731-
8158. We are here to assist you. AGC San Diego remains dedicated to enhancing the construction 
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workforce through tailored educational programs and safety training, and we truly value your 
engagement as a member. 
 

JULY - DECEMBER 2025 CATALOG 

  

 

2025 Training Calendar and Class Registration  

 

If you do not see a class your team needs, please contact the AGC San Diego Education Department to check 
the upcoming schedule, or schedule a group training session. 

Becca Schaffer (858) 731-8158. 
 

  

PLAN ROOM 
 

  

 

 

  

 

 

FIND US 
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AGC East County Facility & 
Apprenticeship Training Center 

10140 Riverford Road 
Lakeside, CA 92040 

(858) 558-7444 
DIRECTIONS 

 

 

  

AGC Government Affairs Office & 
Fall Protection Training Campus 

6212 Ferris Square 
San Diego, CA 92121 

2nd floor 
DIRECTIONS 

 

 

About Monday Morning Quarterback 
AGC San Diego Chapter's Monday Morning Quarterback is a "hot 
off the press" and to the point Monday morning briefing on the 
important issues facing San Diego's construction industry. It is 
prepared by AGC Chief Executive Officer, Eddie Sprecco, and 
Vice President Government & Industry Relations, Dustin Steiner. 
 
Please contact Eddie Sprecco or Dustin Steiner with your 
comments, or with information that should be conveyed to the 
industry through this service. Well over 3,000 individuals 
employed by AGC member firms are part of this system. 

 

Visit agcsd.org 

 

Join our Email 
List 

 

 

AGC San Diego Chapter, Inc. 
The VOICE of Construction 
(858) 558-7444 
agcsd.org 

 

Connect With Us 

         
  

 

 

The Associated General Contractors, San Diego Chapter, Inc. | 10140 Riverford 
Road | Lakeside, CA 92040 US 
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INDUSTRY NEWS 
 

288 Days - Countdown to California's Primary 
By Dustin Steiner, Vice President Government & Industry Relations 
 
There are officially 129 shopping days until Christmas! But, perhaps just as important, there 
are *only* 288 days until California’s Primary Election 2026! That’s right, it’s coming up 
fast! June 2, 2026 will be here before you know it and if the last two weeks (two months, 
two years, two Presidents?) have taught us anything, it’s sure to bring with it plenty of 
rhetoric, finger pointing, and tweets in ALL CAPS (if you are not on the socials, California 
Governor Gavin Newsom’s press team has begun to taunt the President by tweeting in his 
same, ahem, style). Midterms – amirite?! So, what can you do? Get involved with AGC San 
Diego’s Political Action Committee (PAC) and have a say in who our industry supports 
for office! 
 
On September 24, AGC PAC will host several candidates who have thrown their respective 
hats into the ring for re-election or higher office. We have some big races slated for 2026 as 
longtime incumbents face term limits. Up in North County, Supervisor Jim Desmond (R) 
is termed out and is challenging incumbent Rep. Mike Levin (D). In a campaign switcheroo, 
Levin staffer Kyle Krahel-Frolander recently announced his candidacy to succeed Sup. 
Desmond, joining a crowded field that includes San Marcos Mayor Rebecca 
Jones and Vista Mayor John Franklin. Also up north, first-term Escondido Mayor Dane 
White is running for re-election, and San Marcos Councilman Mike Sannella has 
announced his intentions to replace Mayor Jones, who has signaled she will not run for re-
election, no matter the outcome in the D5 race. In another domino, newcomer Lindsey 
Smith is making the rounds to run for the seat Mike Sannella would be vacating should he 
become the next mayor. 
 
Still with me? Let’s move out East, where State Senator and current Minority Leader Brian 
Jones (R) is also termed out and has three candidates vying to replace him in Sacramento. 
Former Assembly candidate, Kristie Bruce-Lane (R), San Marcos Councilman Ed 
Musgrove (R), and San Diego Councilwoman Marni Von Wilpert (D). This district is one 
of the closest in the state in terms of party registration. (Please note, local races are non-
partisan, while state and federal races are partisan. Most candidates run with a party 
regardless; it is just not noted on the ballot in local races.) 
 
If this sounds interesting to you, I have good news! All these local candidates have been 
invited to meet with AGC PAC at our next meeting! Join us! It’s only 37 days away! 
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California Air Resources Board in Violation of Antitrust Laws 
By Mike McManus, Director of Engineering Construction & Industry Relations 
 
The California Air Resources Board’s (CARB's) losing streak continues. A couple of days 
ago, the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) issued written findings in an investigation of a 
CARB agreement with several truck manufacturers, known as the Clean Truck Partnership 
(CTP). The investigation aimed to determine whether the truck manufacturers and CARB 
had violated antitrust laws by entering into the agreement known as CTP. 
  
From 2020 to 2023, CARB passed regulations seeking to force the trucking industry to 
transition from diesel-powered trucks to battery electric or other Zero-Emission Vehicles 
(ZEV). These regulations were known as the Advanced Clean Trucks Regulations (ACT) 
and the Advanced Clean Fleets Regulations (ACF). The ACT and ACF required truck and 
engine manufacturers to sell and promote certain percentages of zero-emission trucks in 
California. These two regulations have had a substantial effect on the market for heavy-duty 
diesel trucks in California, according to all trucking industry experts, reducing supply and 
increasing prices. 
  
The one fact that caught the attention of the FTC is that four companies control roughly 99 
percent of the truck market in the United States. Those companies are Daimler Truck North 
America, International Motors, PACCAR, and Volvo Group North America. After issuing the 
ACT and the ACF, CARB entered into an agreement with the four companies listed above 
that the companies would abide by the ACT and the ACF. They were granted some minor 
concessions under CTP in return. 
  
Essentially, what we have here is a group of competitors that control nearly all the heavy 
truck market in the country signing an agreement that would cap the sales of diesel-powered 
trucks for all the competitors. This agreement then constrained supply and therefore raised 
prices, according to the FTC investigators. The manufacturers also agreed to a provision 
the FTC called the dead hand provision, which said that the manufacturers would abide by 
the ACT and ACF even if CARB lacked the authority to enforce the regulations. 
  
The FTC reported last week that the four truck manufacturers have signed a commitment to 
jettison the CTP. The four truck manufacturers also agreed never to enter into an agreement 
with any state government entity that restricts emission levels and permits cross-
enforcement by competitors. 
  
The FTC has now closed the antitrust investigation, but has also written that this should not 
be construed as a determination that a violation did not occur. Hopefully, this sends a clear 
message to the states that it is illegal for a state to co-opt private businesses to enforce 
state regulations that are preempted by federal law. 

 

  

  



Ready to Review San Diego's Public Agencies? Now's The Time! 
 
Review our local agencies for the chance to give them an award! 
 
You work with them day after day - now's the time to show the love or provide constructive 
feedback. 
 
AGC Members, please fill out his survey before August 25 to have your vote count! 

 

  

 

  

 

Island Vibes and Good Times: AGC Turns Up the Heat (Literally) At Affiliate Day 
Golf 
By Katie Hammock, Director of Meetings & Events 
 
Over 300 AGC golfers, exhibitors, sponsors, and committee members made waves at the 
86th Annual AGC Affiliate Day Golf Tournament on August 8, golfing and galivanting around 
the two golf courses at Singing Hills Golf Club at Sycuan. 
 
First and foremost, this event wouldn’t be possible without our title sponsors, Alliant 
Insurance Services and Baker Tilly.  
 
We had a number of sponsors keeping everyone calm, cool and collected with Bloody 
Mary/Mai Tai Bars at registration and lunch courtesy of Collins Plumbing, Hensel Phelps, 
Helix Electric, and Tower Glass; breakfast burritos courtesy of Buckboard Catering & 
Events; a fantastic backpack beach chair tee prize and brats lunch courtesy of Finch, 
Thornton & Baird, LLP; Dilly's Ice Cream Truck courtesy of FuturePlan and West Coast 
Group Benefits; and our scorecards courtesy of Milwaukee Tool and Griffith Company! 
An amazing steak-chicken dinner buffet closed out the festivities. 
 
While everyone’s a winner deep down, here are those who stood out above the rest: 
 
WILLOW GLEN 
1st Place Low Gross 
Dynalectric San Diego: Ryan Lee, Chris Jadwin, Bobby Van Hollebeke, Erik Graber 
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2nd Place Low Gross 
SoCal Shield: James Billburg, Scott Middleton, Trevor Younghusband, Shawn Wittenberg 
 
3rd Place Low Gross 
Vulcan Materials Company: Tripp White, Jon Hamilton, Rob Piceno, Geoff Acosta 
 
OAK GLEN 
1st Place Low Gross 
SNS Concrete: John Shelby, Skyler Oostar, John Shelby Jr., Raymond Fifield 
 
2nd Place Low Gross 
Cavignac: Jase Hamilton, Brian DiPietro, Oliver Craig, Stephen Watson 
 
3rd Place Low Gross 
Martin Marietta (Caddyshack Team!): Ryan Merritt, Ty Webb, Al Czervik, Carl Spackler 

 

A full list of our winners can be found here. 
 
Our exhibitors also brought the island vibes with cheer and good times. Thanks to: 
Acme Safety & Supply Corp. 
ADS Pipe 
Bar None Auction 
Bob Stall Chevrolet 
Cable, Pipe & Leak Detection, Inc. 
Cement Cutting, Inc. 
Contractors Edge 
Dynalectric Company 
Enterprise Fleet Management 
Hawthorne Cat 
Herc Rentals, Inc. 
Mi-Box of San Diego 
myCREcloud 
SC Fuels 
Scholefield Construction Law 
Trench Shoring Company 
TRL Systems, Inc. 
Volvo Construction Equipment 
WestPac Wealth Partners 
 
Sponsors kept our cups full (our beverage sponsors), our hole sponsors kept us moving, 
contest sponsors made it fun, and our raffle prize sponsors gave us some really cool prizes. 
You can find the full list of sponsors here. 
 
Thanks to all our committee members and volunteers for their hours of assistance that made 
sure this event ran smoothly (and ended the earliest it has ever ended!). Committees 
continue to be the glue that holds our events together, and this event is no different. 
Together, members continue to build and grow the construction industry in San Diego. 
 
A special shoutout to the new chair this year of the committee, Michael Burrell, for his 
fearless leadership and bringing the good times for Volvo Construction Equipment and all 
attendees at the hole with a live band courtesy of Cal Contractor magazine! 
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See you all next year! (Or in a couple months for Fall Golf!) 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

2025 
September 18 - Public Agency Showcase Mixer/Dinner - SD Yacht Club 
October 6 - AGC Fall Golf - Country Club of Rancho Bernardo 
October 16 - CLC Cool Cars Classic & Mixer - AGC HQ 
October 28 - Build San Diego Awards - Deadline for late entries - August 25 @ 12 PM 
December 6 - Christmas in Coronado (Room Block) - Hotel Del Coronado 

 

COMMITTEE/COUNCIL MEETINGS 
 

AUGUST MEETINGS 
August 21 - 11:30 AM - HR Practices - Lakeside 
August 28 - 1:00 PM - City of San Diego @ City Offices 
August 29 - 11:00 AM - Construction Technology Committee - Virtual 

 

Committee Meeting 
Calendar  

 

 

Get Involved - Join a 
Committee  
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EDUCATION / SAFETY TRAINING 
 

Classes are held at our Ferris Square location in Sorrento Valley, our AGC 
Headquarters in Lakeside, or online. 
 
AUGUST CLASSES 
 
CONSTRUCTION EDUCATION 
August 19                   Construction Law: How to Get Paid 
August 19                   Excel Advanced Training 
August 20                   MS PowerPoint Beginner/Intermediate 
August 21                   BLUEBEAM REVU Tips and Tricks 
August 21                  Microsoft Project Professional: Beginning-Intermediate 
August 27                  BLUEBEAM REVU Document Management Training 
  
SAFETY TRAINING CLASSES 
August 25                 Adult Mental Health First Aid (MHFA) Certification 
August 26                 Frame Scaffold Competent Person Training 
August 26 – 28         Scaffold 24-hr CPT 
August 27                 Fall Protection 8-hr Competent Person Training for Construction 
August 28                 How to Write an Effective Activity Hazard Analysis (AHA) 
  
ONLINE TRAINING CLASSES 
August 19                    E-Learning: Effective Email Communication 
August 19                    E-Learning: Bluebeam for Administrative Professionals 
  
We appreciate your interest in our class offerings and assure you that AGC San Diego fully 
supports your educational needs. Should you have any inquiries or specific class requests, 
please do not hesitate to reach out directly to Becca Schaffer at training@agcsd.org or call 
(858) 731-8158. We are here to assist you. AGC San Diego remains dedicated to enhancing the 
construction workforce through tailored educational programs and safety training, and we truly 
value your engagement as a member. 
 

JULY - DECEMBER 2025 CATALOG 
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2025 Training Calendar and Class Registration  

 

If you do not see a class your team needs, please contact the AGC San Diego Education Department to 
check the upcoming schedule, or schedule a group training session. 

Becca Schaffer (858) 731-8158. 
 

  

PLAN ROOM 
 

  

 

 

  

 

 

FIND US 
 

  

AGC East County Facility & 
Apprenticeship Training Center 

10140 Riverford Road 
Lakeside, CA 92040 

(858) 558-7444 
DIRECTIONS 

 

 

  

AGC Government Affairs Office & 
Fall Protection Training Campus 

6212 Ferris Square 
San Diego, CA 92121 

2nd floor 
DIRECTIONS 

 

 

About Monday Morning Quarterback 
AGC San Diego Chapter's Monday Morning Quarterback is a "hot off 
the press" and to the point Monday morning briefing on the important 
issues facing San Diego's construction industry. It is prepared by 
AGC Chief Executive Officer, Eddie Sprecco, and Vice President 
Government & Industry Relations, Dustin Steiner. 
 
Please contact Eddie Sprecco or Dustin Steiner with your 
comments, or with information that should be conveyed to the 
industry through this service. Well over 3,000 individuals employed 
by AGC member firms are part of this system. 

 

Visit agcsd.org 

 

Join our Email 
List 
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INDUSTRY NEWS 
 

AGC's PLA Response, an ICE Webinar, and Redistricting Coming into 
Election Season 
By Dustin Steiner, Vice President Government & Industry Relations 
 
As we reported in June, the Trump Administration, through the Office of Management 
and Budget (OMB), reaffirmed the Biden Project Labor Agreement (PLA) mandate, 
saying “For clarity, the Trump Administration supports the use of PLAs when those 
agreements are practicable and cost-effective, and blanket deviations prohibiting the use 
of PLAs are precluded.” You can read the full memo here. Last week, AGC of 
America responded with a letter and a request to meet. Per AGC of America, “The letter 
discusses practical problems with the federal mandate and offers practical 
recommendations for easing the burden on contractors and for advancing economy and 
efficiency in procurement.” You can read it here. 
 
AGC of America is also hosting a webinar with crisis communications expert Anthony 
Huey, who will discuss how to handle all facets of a potential ICE raid, including internal 
communications and media inquiries. This webinar is slated for August 27 and is free to 
members! To learn more and to register, please click here. 
 
Back in California, the state legislature voted to put a partisan redrawn congressional 
map on the ballot for November 4. Buckle up! The newly minted Proposition 50 is sure 
to be a hotly contested race over the next few months, already garnering $13 million in 
favor of Governor Newsom’s plan. This plan is in response to a Republican-led effort 
in Texas to redraw district lines in their favor. Unlike California, the Texas plan does not 
need voter approval. Redrawing lines is nothing new. In fact, the term “gerrymander” 
dates back to Founding Father and fifth Vice President of the United States, Elbridge 
Gerry, who, as governor of Massachusetts, approved a bill that changed district 
boundaries, creating one that detractors thought resembled a salamander. 
 
In a cruel bit of irony, Gerry is said to have been an opponent of the process that now 
bears his name. What is “new” about this process is the timing. Gerrymandering, while 
commonplace, generally occurs following a census. Every 10 years, states go through a 
process of redrawing congressional districts. The U.S. House of Representatives has 
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435 members, so those seats are sometimes reapportioned in accordance with 
population growth or decline. California, for example, lost a seat in 2022 (for the first time 
in its history). Texas Republicans have said their 2022 maps do not adequately support 
the percentage of Republican voters in their state. California Democrats have made a 
similar claim in addition to saying Texas struck first, and they are simply protecting 
California voters in response.  
 
For his part, Governor Newsom, who almost assuredly has presidential aspirations, has 
drawn this line in the sand in a public and national way. This could very well be his launch 
into 2028 or a stumbling block, depending on the voters. Republicans hold a razor-thin 
margin in the House, so the balance of powers is also at stake. Back in San Diego, Rep. 
Darrell Issa’s seat is firmly in the crosshairs of Prop 50.  

 

  

 

City of San Diego Council Committee Votes to Forego Competitive 
Bidding 
By Mike McManus, Director of Engineering Construction & Industry Relations 
 
Information tends to dribble out of the City of San Diego. We discovered some months 
ago that the city has budgeted three “mill and pave” crews, as they call them. Now we 
have heard from sources outside the city that they also have two sidewalk replacement 
crews and a storm drain replacement crew. The city does not dispute that they are doing 
construction work with city forces and foregoing competitive bidding on millions of dollars 
of construction work. 
  
Their position is that they are not bound by the Public Contract Code (PCC); they are 
governed by the City’s Municipal Code. The PCC states that public construction projects 
of $75,000 or less may be performed by the employees of a public agency. Above that 
amount, they must be competitively bid. The $75,000 limit involves the dollar value of 
labor, materials, and equipment at the rate the public agency charges itself. Labor costs 
for the work are calculated based on the agency's actual cost of labor, not prevailing 
wages. The City of San Diego municipal code sets the threshold for doing construction 
projects with city forces at $500,000. 
  
The question is whether the city is abiding by the municipal code threshold of $500,000 
per project and using the competitive bidding process to get the best price. And if not, 
how is the city going to fix the municipal code threshold question? 
  
A City Council committee recently voted, unanimously, to authorize the Mayor to use city 
forces to construct three Capital Improvement projects worth $18.8 million. So much for 
the municipal code threshold that requires projects over $500,000 to be competitively 
bid. 
  
To keep things in context, the City’s Capital Improvement Program is very large. They 
have over 1,200 active projects valued at over $12 billion. According to the city’s website, 
there are over 600 projects in the construction phase. Now it appears that the city intends 
to do three large projects with city staff and without the public benefit of soliciting 
competitive bids on over $18 million of construction.     
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Public Agency Survey Extended: Complete by September 12! 
 
This quick, contractor-focused survey to rate public agencies on how they work with us 
is one of the only local metrics designed to capture the general contractor's 
perspective—your real-world experience on what it's like to work on projects in town.  
 
Results will be used to create a “Best of the Best” and “Worst of the Worst” list, 
highlighting where agencies are excelling and where they’re falling short.  
 
Your efforts will be rewarded! The best agency will receive an award. Take a moment 
to share your perspective and make your voice count. 
 
Complete the survey by September 12! 
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2025 
September 18 - Public Agency Showcase Mixer/Dinner - SD Yacht Club 
October 6 - AGC Fall Golf - Country Club of Rancho Bernardo 
October 16 - CLC Cool Cars Classic & Mixer - AGC HQ 
October 28 - Build San Diego Awards - Deadline for late entries - TODAY @ 12 PM 
December 6 - Christmas in Coronado - Hotel Del Coronado 

 

COMMITTEE/COUNCIL MEETINGS 
 

AUGUST MEETINGS 
August 28 - 1:00 PM - City of San Diego @ City Offices 
August 29 - 11:00 AM - Construction Technology Committee - Virtual 

 

Committee Meeting 
Calendar  

 

 

Get Involved - Join a 
Committee  

 

 

EDUCATION / SAFETY TRAINING 
 

Classes are held at our Ferris Square location in Sorrento Valley, our AGC 
Headquarters in Lakeside, or online. 
 
AUGUST CLASSES 
  
SAFETY TRAINING CLASSES 
August 26                 Frame Scaffold Competent Person Training 
August 27                 Fall Protection Competent Person Retraining 
August 27 - 29 24-Hour Competent Person Fall Protection for EM 385-1-1 
August 28                 How to Write an Effective Activity Hazard Analysis (AHA) 
  
SEPTEMBER CLASSES 
9/8 - 9/10 - 24-Hour Competent Person Fall Protection for EM 385-1-1 (6 SEATS OPEN) 
9/9 - Confined Space CPT 
9/9 - Stormwater Virtual Seminar - Preparation of Phased SWPPP Exhibits 
9/9 - Microsoft Project Professional SOLD OUT 
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9/10 - BLUEBEAM REVU Takeoffs & Estimation Training   
9/10-11 - Construction Quality Management for Contractors (CQM-C) 
9/10 - Excel Beginner Training  
9/10 - Project Contracting Fundamentals 
9/11 - Microsoft WORD Beginner 
9/12 - E-Learning: Resident Management System (RMS) for USACE Projects 
9/15 - EM 385-1-1 40-Hour 
9/15 - Fall Protection Competent Person Refresher Training  
9/15 - QuickBooks Beginner  
9/16 - CPR - First Aid - AED Training  
9/16 - E-Learning: Becoming a Successful Supervisor  
9/16 - Microsoft Project Professional:  
9/17 - Prevailing Wage, Certified Payroll & Compliance  
9/17 - E-Learning: BLUEBEAM REVU Customizations Training  
9/17 - Excel Intermediate Training  
9/18 - Microsoft Word Intermediate  
9/19 - Prevailing Wage Compliance Administration  
9/22 – OSHA 30-Hour Construction Outreach  
9/22 – OSHA 10-Hour for Construction  
9/22 – 24-Hour Competent Person Fall Protection for EM 385-1-1 
9/22 – QuickBooks Int/Adv Desktop version  
9/23 – E-Learning AI in Construction SOLD OUT 
9/24 – Construction Scheduling Critical Path  
9/24 – Excel Advanced Training  
9/25 – E-Learning AI In Construction SOLD OUT 
9/25 – Microsoft Word Advanced  
9/29 – Excel Beginner  
9/30 – Rough Terrain Forklift Operator Certification 
9/30 – MS PowerPoint Beg/Int  
9/30 – Webinar: Time Mgmt. Skills & Good Habits  
 
We appreciate your interest in our class offerings and assure you that AGC San Diego fully 
supports your educational needs. Should you have any inquiries or specific class requests, please 
do not hesitate to reach out directly to Becca Schaffer at training@agcsd.org or call (858) 731-
8158. We are here to assist you. AGC San Diego remains dedicated to enhancing the construction 
workforce through tailored educational programs and safety training, and we truly value your 
engagement as a member. 
 

JULY - DECEMBER 2025 CATALOG 
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2025 Training Calendar and Class Registration  

 

If you do not see a class your team needs, please contact the AGC San Diego Education Department to check 
the upcoming schedule, or schedule a group training session. 

Becca Schaffer (858) 731-8158. 
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AGC East County Facility & 
Apprenticeship Training Center 

10140 Riverford Road 
Lakeside, CA 92040 

(858) 558-7444 
DIRECTIONS 

 

 

  

AGC Government Affairs Office & 
Fall Protection Training Campus 

6212 Ferris Square 
San Diego, CA 92121 

2nd floor 
DIRECTIONS 

 

 

About Monday Morning Quarterback 
AGC San Diego Chapter's Monday Morning Quarterback is a "hot 
off the press" and to the point Monday morning briefing on the 
important issues facing San Diego's construction industry. It is 
prepared by AGC Chief Executive Officer, Eddie Sprecco, and 
Vice President Government & Industry Relations, Dustin Steiner. 
 
Please contact Eddie Sprecco or Dustin Steiner with your 
comments, or with information that should be conveyed to the 
industry through this service. Well over 3,000 individuals 
employed by AGC member firms are part of this system. 

 

Visit agcsd.org 

 

Join our Email 
List 

 

 

AGC San Diego Chapter, Inc. 
The VOICE of Construction 
(858) 558-7444 
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